
The iconic design of the Austral is inspired by the Renault 
Mégane E-TECH, which recently won a Red Dot Design 

Award and IF Design Award 2022 

  
Munich, Germany – November 17, 2022 – HARMAN International, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. focused on connected technologies for 
automotive, consumer and enterprise markets, is pleased to announce the continuation 
of its partnership with Renault with the launch of the all new Austral. The Renault 
Austral is a compact SUV with an edgy and athletic look and an optional Harman 
Kardon premium sound system in the top trim lines. Harman Kardon combines high-
performance loudspeakers with cutting-edge technologies and an iconic design for a 
premium sound experience in the vehicle. 
 
With more than 65 years of deep expertise in acoustic design, tuning and signal 
processing, Harman Kardon is dedicated to delivering sound so captivating and 
absorbing that it entices the listener’s senses and focuses them on the present. The 
purposeful design and rich multilayered sound, in combination with Renault’s signature 
French style and flair, create meaningful and special moments while driving. 
 
“Starting with the partnership in 2021, Harman Kardon and Renault proved a perfect 
match. Harman Kardon's acoustics engineers worked closely with the Renault 
engineers to create a state-of-the-art sound system that seamlessly integrates into the 
unique ambience of the vehicle. In addition, Renault’s collaboration with Jean-Michel 
Jarre, French artist and producer, shaped the final sound design direction,” said Greg 
Sikora, Senior Director, Global Acoustic Systems Engineering at HARMAN. 
Pure, clear and detailed sound as the artist intended 
The Harman Kardon premium sound system delivers more than the simple 
reproduction of music; it reveals all the nuances of finely tuned sound. The highlight of 
the system is the patented shared motor coaxial speaker (midrange and tweeter) in the 
dashboard that impresses the listener with a stable soundstage and the finest 
representation of music and spoken word. 12 high-performance speakers, including 
high-power dual voice coil woofers with an External Coupled Subwoofer (ECS) for 
dynamic and low-distortion bass reproduction, and an amplifier with a total output of 
485 watts deliver full frequency range at any volume level. 
 
To uncover the emotional power of quality audio, every detail of the Harman Kardon 
premium sound system is precisely tuned to the Austral’s interior. The Virtual Centre 
technology processes the audio signals from each speaker to ensure an unbiased 
stereo stage directly in front of each listener. Furthermore, the Vehicle Speed 
Compensation features an advanced algorithm to maintain the music reproduction level 
at any vehicle speed, whether relaxing on the road on a getaway or enjoying a live 
concert while driving through the mountains. 
 
The patented QLS (QuantumLogic® Surround) surround sound algorithm provides 
each passenger with an individual stage, envelopment, and surrounding content that 
delivers a truly immersive experience. The integrated surround midrange speakers 
create a highly valuable addition to the natural sound enjoyment for front and rear 
passengers. With only one touch, the occupants can choose between five sound 
ambiances to match their individual preference for the in-cabin listening adventure. 



• Studio – a precise, clear and detailed reproduction truthful to the artist’s 
intentions, yet exciting and dynamic. 

• Concert – a wide stereo stage created in front of the listener with surrounding 
envelopment as if you were in a concert venue. 

• Lounge – offering an intimate setting with a deep inspiring atmosphere to feel 
closer to the artist and sound stage. 

• Immersion – creates a feeling of being surrounded by instruments and inside 
the music, giving the listener a new dimension to the sound. 

• Club – pronounced and intense low frequency bass extension with loud, wide 
and high-contrast sound. 

Iconic design reflects the flair of Renault design 
Harman Kardon seamlessly integrates all the speakers, matching the vehicle’s 
exceptional ambience. The stainless-steel speaker grilles with matte black coating and 
highlighted pattern elements are a design highlight in the front doors. The centre grille 
with the visibly embedded logo and highlighted 3D surface on the dashboard completes 
the perfectly harmonised design. The extraordinary shape of the centre grille is a 
superb expression of the precise manufacturing and premium quality of Harman 
Kardon and Renault. 
Follow HARMAN online:  

• Find more news at the HARMAN Newsroom 
• Like HARMAN on Facebook 
• Connect with Harman on LinkedIn 
• Check out our YouTube Channel 
• Follow HARMAN on Twitter @harman 
• Follow Twitter Hashtag #Harman   

About HARMAN KARDON 
Harman Kardon creates a beautiful sound that speaks to you. The world-renowned 
audio brand seamlessly merges function and form, through the highest quality sound, 
elegant design and meticulous attention to detail. In 1954, Harman Kardon became the 
first audio brand to release an AM/FM Hi-Fi compact receiver. For over 65 years, 
Harman Kardon has been a leading audio engineering and design expert, captivating 
ears and hearts. Cementing the brand’s design status, the iconic Harman Kardon 
SoundSticks are part of the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art, New 
York. 
 
About RENAULT 
Renault, a historic mobility brand and pioneer of electric vehicles in Europe, has always 
developed innovative vehicles. With the ‘Renaulution’ strategic plan, Renault has 
embarked on an ambitious, value-generating transformation moving towards a more 
competitive, balanced and electrified range. Its ambition is to embody modernity and 
innovation in technology, energy and mobility services in the automotive industry and 
beyond. 
About HARMAN 
HARMAN (harman.com) designs and engineers connected products and solutions for 
automakers, consumers, and enterprises worldwide, including connected car systems, 
audio and visual products, enterprise automation solutions; and services supporting the 

http://www.harman.com/EN-US/Newscenter/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Harman/261893155923
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/6419/
http://www.youtube.com/user/harmanintl
https://twitter.com/#!/harman
http://harman.com/


Internet of Things. With leading brands including AKG®, Harman Kardon®, Infinity®, 
JBL®, Lexicon®, Mark Levinson® and Revel®, HARMAN is admired by audiophiles, 
musicians and the entertainment venues where they perform around the world. More 
than 50 million automobiles on the road today are equipped with HARMAN audio and 
connected car systems. Our software services power billions of mobile devices and 
systems that are connected, integrated and secure across all platforms, from work and 
home to car and mobile. HARMAN has a workforce of approximately 30,000 people 
across the Americas, Europe, and Asia. In March 2017, HARMAN became a wholly-
owned subsidiary of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. 
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