
 

 

ITA Airways, Airbus, UrbanV and Enel partner to develop Advanced Air Mobility ecosystem in 
Italy 

  

  

  

 

Rome, 31 January 2024 - ITA Airways, Airbus, UrbanV and Enel are partnering to promote and develop 
the Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) ecosystem in Italy. The collaboration aims to promote this new 
disruptive technology and the development of a sustainable transportation solution with the commitment 
and cooperation of the national mobility stakeholders.  

This partnership expands on the initial Memorandum of Understanding between ITA Airways and Airbus 
that was signed in April 2022 and includes two additional partners, UrbanV, the vertiport network 
operator, and Enel as solutions provider. 

This new MOU will concentrate on establishing a joint roadmap for the development of an AAM 
ecosystem in Italy where the airline operator, the eVTOL manufacturer (OEM), the energy solution 
provider and the vertiport operator will work together to evaluate various business models in cooperation 
with national stakeholders that are crucial to the introduction of this new service in Italy. 

Concretely, the partners will focus on how to operate Airbus eVTOL CityAirbus NextGen, 
investigating the standardization of ground services such as energy supply, charging infrastructures and 
support and service concepts, vertiport and its network planning as well as defining passenger 
experience models and suitable routes.  

Francesco Presicce, Accountable Manager and Chief Technology Officer of ITA Airways commented: 
"ITA Airways started to operate on October 2021. Since the beginning, we decided to look forward and 
bet on innovation. In this framework, in April 2022 ITA Airways and Airbus started a journey together, 
which resulted in the development of this ecosystem, today a reality. This proves that we are on the 
right track to design the future of Advanced Air Mobility improving the passenger experience". 

“At Airbus we know that a successful AAM business will require much more than just developing the 
vehicle, it is essential to co-create the conditions for that vehicle to be operated and supported. We have 
some experience in developing AAM ecosystems such as the Air Mobility Initiative (AMI) in Bavaria” 
said Balkiz Sarihan,” Head of UAM at Airbus. “We are thrilled by this opportunity to work on the 
development of such an ecosystem in Italy.” 

Carlo Tursi, Chief Executive Officer of UrbanV, added: “At UrbanV, we aim to improve people’s lives by 
enabling a fast, efficient, safe and clean alternative to existing transport solutions for people and goods 
over short distances, by air. We have the ambition to become a major global operator of vertiport 
networks and we will be global pioneers in establishing some of the first AAM routes worldwide. We are 
excited to partner with Airbus, Enel, and ITA Airways, three leaders in their respective fields, and we 
look forward to exploring together with them the great potential of Urban Air Mobility in the Italian 
market.” 

 

For press information: 

https://www.ita-airways.com/
https://www.airbus.com/en
https://www.urbanv.com/en/
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About ITA Airways 
ITA Airways is a company totally owned by the Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance for the exercise of business in the air transport sector. ITA Airways 
aims at creating an efficient and innovative air carrier that will become a reference point in providing Italy with quality connectivity both in terms of 
international destinations, thus boosting tourism and foreign trade, and within the Country, also taking advantage of the train-air integrated mobility. ITA 
Airways will place the best customer service at the center of its strategy (through a strong digitization of processes that ensure a best-in-class experience 
and personalized services), combined with sustainability, in its environmental (new green and technologically advanced aircraft, use of sustainable fuels), 
social (equality and inclusion for a gender-neutral company) and governance (integration of sustainability into internal strategies and processes) aspects. 
ITA Airways is a member of SkyTeam alliance as of October 2021. 
 

About UrbanV 
UrbanV is a company founded by Aeroporti di Roma, SAVE group, Aeroporto di Bologna and Aéroports de la Côte d'Azur, with the aim of designing and 
building vertiport networks. The first vertiport network will cover the catchment areas of its founding shareholders, with the aim of expanding operations 
to other areas of Europe and beyond. In October 2022, UrbanV presented the first Italian Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) trial vertiport at Fiumicino airport, 
inaugurating it with a manned trial eVTOL flight. The vertiport was developed in compliance with the technical specifications of the European Union 
Agency for Aviation Safety (EASA) “Prototype Technical Specifications for the Design of VFR Vertiports for Operation with Manned VTOL-Capable Aircraft 
Certified in the Enhanced Category” and falls within the regulatory sandbox approved by ENAC. 
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